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LESSON PLAN 

Introduction: 

The lesson is a result of my participation in a course: "Structured Educational Visit to 

Schools/Institutes & Training Seminars" in Iceland (17-23 March 2019). I would like to 

share what I have learnt about the country and its education system with my students 

and also want to raise their awareness of the impact of tourism on the environment. I 

used authentic materials: an article from a newspaper grabbed at the airport, photos 

taken during my visit, liquorice sweets bought in Iceland. 

Teacher: Katarzyna Bojke 

Subject: “Don’t be THAT tourist in Iceland”  

Age group: Teens 

Level:B1 

Time: 60 minutes 

Materials:  

 Powerpoint presentation: https://liceum1.pl/kursy/training-seminar-in-iceland 

 An article “Don’t be that tourist in Iceland” by Jewells Chambers from The 
Reykjavik Grapevine (March 1st-March 22nd 2019) 

https://grapevine.is/mag/last-words/2019/03/06/dont-be-that-tourist-in-

iceland/ 

 Kahoot Iceland Quiz: https://create.kahoot.it/share/iceland-quiz/84972a09-

531b-4339-94ba-713d59f8b828 

Objectives: 

 to discuss the impact of tourism on the environment 

 to get some information about Icelandic education system  

 to improve reading skills 

 to work collaboratively with others 

Procedure: 

1. Lead-in ( 5 minutes) Write on the board: ICELAND and ask students what comes 
to their mind when they hear the word. Students share their 
associations. 

2. Presentation (15 
minutes) 

Present some interesting facts about Iceland and Icelandic 
education system using Powerpoint presentation. Tell the 

https://liceum1.pl/kursy/training-seminar-in-iceland
file:///C:/Users/Bożena%20Conradi/OneDrive/KA1%202018%20Erasmus+/SPRAWOZDANIA/scenariusze%20lekcji/)%20https:/grapevine.is/mag/last-words/2019/03/06/dont-be-that-tourist-in-iceland/
file:///C:/Users/Bożena%20Conradi/OneDrive/KA1%202018%20Erasmus+/SPRAWOZDANIA/scenariusze%20lekcji/)%20https:/grapevine.is/mag/last-words/2019/03/06/dont-be-that-tourist-in-iceland/
file:///C:/Users/Bożena%20Conradi/OneDrive/KA1%202018%20Erasmus+/SPRAWOZDANIA/scenariusze%20lekcji/)%20https:/grapevine.is/mag/last-words/2019/03/06/dont-be-that-tourist-in-iceland/
https://create.kahoot.it/share/iceland-quiz/84972a09-531b-4339-94ba-713d59f8b828
https://create.kahoot.it/share/iceland-quiz/84972a09-531b-4339-94ba-713d59f8b828
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students to listen carefully as their knowledge will have 
been checked by the end of the lesson. 

3. Task 1 – 
pre-reading task 
(10 minutes) 

Write on the board some words and phrases from the text, 
e.g.: 
common sense, antics, to immerse yourself in the nature, 
sneaker waves, to creep up, to snatch, to dispose of, to 
anticipate, to underestimate, severity of,  fertilizer, harm 
Ask students to check the meaning in the dictionary. Check 
if students understand the words (synonyms). 

4. Task 2 – reading task  
(5 minutes) 

Write a question on the board: What do tourists need to 
know when they visit Iceland?  
Divide students into three groups. Give each students one of 
three parts of the article and ask them to read it quickly and 
memorize as much as they can. Then collect the printouts. 
PART ONE: 

 Moss takes decades to grow back. Don’t trample on 
it. Admire its beauty and leave it be. 

 Sneaker waves on Icelandic beaches will creep up 
and snatch you like a hungry mythical sea creature. 
Keep a safe distance. 

 Your poop isn’t fertilizer. Need to drop a deuce and 
no bathroom facilities are around? Collect it in a 
plastic bag and dispose of it later. 

 Driving off road is illegal and is a punishable offense. 
PART TWO: 

 Camp in designated areas, not just anywhere that 
suits your fancy. 

 Icebergs are not jungle gyms. Climbing on one is 
dangerous. 

 No selfie is worth dying for. That edge of the cliff 
might be a lot less stable than you anticipated. 

 Keep your coins in your pockets. Don’t throw them 
into natural water sources, like hot springs. 

PART THREE: 

 Hunting for the Northern Lights is fun, but don’t 
drive with your eyes locked on the sky. If you see 
them, find a safe place to pull over. 

 Icelandic search and rescue teams are volunteer run. 
You are putting others in harm’s way because you 
underestimated the severity of a storm. Pay 
attention to the forecast and don’t travel if you have 
been advised against it. 

 Strip naked and wash with soap in the shower before 
dipping in an Icelandic pool. It’s proper bathing 
etiquette here. 
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 Your 4×4 Jimmy rental is no match for most rivers in 
Iceland. Doing a river crossing without an 
experienced driver and the right vehicle could set 
you back a hefty sum. Even worse, you could lose 
your life. 

5. Task 3 – speaking 
task (10 minutes) 

Students form groups so that in each group there is a 
person who has read a different part of the text. They 
exchange information. 

6. Task 4 – discussion 
(10 minutes) 

Give students the whole article. They read it once again. Ask 
them to reflect on the impact of tourism on the environment 
in Iceland. They exchange opinions in pairs. Monitor and get 
feedback. 

8. Task 5 – Kahoot (5 
minutes) 

Use Kahoot: Iceland Quiz and check what the students 
remember from the presentation shown at the beginning of 
the lesson. Give liquorice sweets as a prize (if possible). 

 

Katarzyna Bojke 

 

 


